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Understanding Commitment Laws in 
Alabama

An overview

Hon. Scott W. Hassell
Judge of Probate

Notice: This presentation is not a comprehensive summary of Alabama’s Mental Health Code but rather an overview highlighting recent changes in the statute.

Judicial and Healthcare Partnership
It’s all about relationships

Where are we now?

73% Recidivism 
93.6% No script

2019-2022 ECPC Stats
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How did we get here?

66 % 
Decrease

State Hospital Beds
Year:       Beds:    National  Rank:

(Per Capita)
2010 1,119                 5
2016           383               44-45

Source: Going, Going, Gone: Trends and Consequences, TAC, 2016

How does the 
system work

CSO 
(COMMUMITY MENTAL HEALTH OFFICER)

•Emergency situations only

•Must meet admission criteria (danger to self or others)

•Can direct transport to emergency care

•Available 24/7

22-52-90 Code of Alabama
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TRADITIONAL 
IVC PETITION PROCESS

•Can be used before a crisis occurs

•Protects the due process of individuals

•Allows for pro-active case management

IVC PROCESS

Petition for Involuntary Commitment Flowchart 

Revised March 23 2021

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Petition is filed 
(§ 22‐52‐1.2) 

Petition is reviewed by Probate Judge 
(§ 22‐52‐2) 

Judge shall dismiss petition if 
without merit 

Respondent is Served with Petition 
(§ 22‐52‐3) 

If petition requests liberty deprivation, Sheriff shall bring 
Respondent before Judge immediately 

(§ 22‐52‐7) 

Judge interviews Respondent to determine what, if any, limitations 
should be imposed.  

(§ 22‐52‐7 (a)) 

MH Professional may conduct screening to recommend least 
restrictive emergency evaluation if necessary  

(§ 22‐52‐7 (c)) 

Judge orders inpatient 
evaluation to protect 

Respondent 
(§ 22‐52‐7 (c)) 

Judge orders outside 
evaluation of Respondent if 

necessary 
(§ 22‐52‐7 (c)) 

Hearing on Probable Cause 
within 7 days of imposition 

(§ 22‐52‐8 (a)) 

Final Hearing on the Merits of the Petition within 
30 days of date petition was served 

(§ 22‐52‐8 (b)) 

Notify CED/GRMC  

Identify Resources 

GRMC advises 

resource 

availability 

Notify Sheriff’s 

Office 

Appointments of GAL / 

Proponent Attorney as 

well as other required due 

process protections 

NOTE: Judge cannot 
initiate this process

• Is the respondent mentally ill ?
• Does the respondent pose a real and present threat of substantial harm to 

self/other ? 
• By Action or inaction, cause , allow or inflict serious bodily harm to self or 

others.
• Is unable to satisfy need for nourishment, medical care, shelter or self-

protection so that there is a substantial likelihood of death, serious bodily 
harm, serious physical debilitation, serious mental debilitation or life 
threatening disease

What's necessary for Inpatient 
Commitment

New
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What's necessary for Inpatient 
Commitment (cont…)

• Will the Respondent, if not treated continue to suffer mental distress and 
continue to experience deterioration of the ability to function 
independently?

• Is the Respondent unable to maintain consistent engagement with outpatient 
treatment on a voluntary basis as demonstrated by either of the following:
• The respondents actions occurring within a two-year period immediately 

preceding the hearing
• Specific aspects of the respondent’s clinical condition that significantly 

impair the respondents ability to consistently make rational and informed 
decision as to whether to participate in treatment for mental illness

New

All of the factors included in an Inpatient Commitment 
without the “danger to self and others”

What's necessary for Out-Patient  
Commitment

• Has the OP provider recommended renewal?
• Are all the factors required for outpatient commitment still in 

place?
• Can be up to a year 

What's necessary for Out-Patient  
Renewal
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• Has the OP provider recommended renewal?
• Are all the factors required for outpatient commitment still in place?
• Directors recommendation must be submitted to court no later than 

30 days before the inpatient order expires.
• Respondent may waive hearing if desired.
• Cannot exceed 60 days greater than original order (unlike OP 

renewal)

What's necessary for Inpatient to 
Outpatient Conversion

New

Something new for Alabama

Assisted Outpatient 
Treatment 

(AOT)
“A philosophy not a program”
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QUESTIONS


